THE FIRST PARTITION
belligerents in the Seven Years' War. Poland was made
a thoroughfare and even a battlefield by the combatant
armies; and redress was not even demanded by the
flaccid king and factious nobility.
None the less the Czartoryskis opened relations with
Russia through the medium of their nephew Stanislaw
Poniatowski, a typical product of their own educative
methods. History has hardly done justice to Stanislaw
Poniatowski. He was the son of a castellan or governor of
Cracow, who had married a sister of August Czartoryski.
His considerable abilities and his genuine patriotism were
certainly to a large extent obscured by his sensual and
pleasure-loving instincts and his wild extravagance. And
his own cold and cautious sanity of judgment prevented
him from achieving a permanent and picturesque place
among the world's leaders of forlorn hopes. Yet con-
temporary opinion held him highly; as a young man
he won die esteem and confidence of his patriotic and
far-sighted uncles, the princes Czartoryski. To his great
personal attractions and the fascinating quality of his
voice he doubtless owed much of tie influence he
wielded. " He has the most beautiful head I ever saw,"
wrote Count Lars von Engelstrom, the Swedish Minister
at Warsaw. The same personal charm involved him in
the many amorous adventures which helped in no small
degree to his undoing.
At that period one of the ephemeral entertainments
of intellectual salons was the writing of impromptu
delineations of a guest's own attributes and characteristics,
in emulation of die habit of self-examination so general
at die time. One such delineation made by Stanislaw,
probably before he had yet dreamed of royal dignity,
has been preserved, and is not without interest for its
curious mixture of self-deprecation and conceit.
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